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Antecedents 
Working on it: A shared voice across the region
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The knowledge-to-action framework 
Implement priority actions in the context of global and rapidly changing dementia challenges 
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Promoting a dementia 
culture regionally 

Facing lack of awareness 
and epidemiological data

Improving health systems

Seeking and securing 
governmental and 

international support

Towards scientific 
networks and platforms in 

the region

Translational 
implementations

Situating the biomarkers 
agenda in the region
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LAC-CD Today
• +160 members

• 15 countries

• Integration 

• Strategic 
initiatives

• Visibility + 
web + 
multicenter 
initiatives

• Local 
synergies

• International 
oportunities
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National Representatives from 10 countries

Brazil - Nitrini, Ricardo

Chile - Slachevsky, Andrea

Colombia - Lopera, Francisco 

Costa Rica - Leon, Jorge

Cuba - Llibre, Juan J: 

Ecuador - Unaucho, Martha

Mexico - Sosa, Ana Luisa

Peru - Custodio, Nilton

Uruguay - Damian, Andres

Argentina - Ibañez, Agustin



Behavioral Insights Team for Social Protection and 
Health Policies: A lifespan approach

Agencies               Research groups External partners



BID-RPG: To develop a multimodal regional 
dementia platform for:

Assessment Maximize resource utilization 
and access  

LAC Consensus and Manual 
Congress and divulgation with regional journals 
Consolidation of a regional network for translational neuroscience.

Translation and 
Implementation Platform

Regional consortium for research and improved assessment: 
Software for Multimodal PA assessment, Algorithms to improve the diagnosis
post-diagnosis support, training, and Intervention programs.

Levels of Action Issues Suggested Strategies

Regional big-data consortium, 
Sofware for Multimodal PA assessment, 
Algorithms to improve the diagnosis
Basic standards of and guidelines for diagnosis



US-South American initiative for genetic-neural-behavioral interactions 
in human neurodegenerative research

(a) Establish genetic risk to AD and FTD in diverse SAC cohorts;
(b) Test whether patients from SAC and the US can be discriminated after accounting for how SES affects cognitive

and brain imaging signatures; and
(c) Determine genetic, cognitive, cerebral, and socioeconomic factors that discriminate among SAC vs. US patients.

Total sample:
>3000 participants

1500 controls

750 AD patients

750 FTD patients
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Other ongoing initiatives
Computational approaches 
multimodal/multicenter neuroimaging 

Multicenter studies of neurocognitive 
biomarkers across regions 

Horizontal communication and self-
organized initiatives  

Latin America and Caribbean 
interest group

GBHI-AA project (in prep.) 
Networking in the region



Potential synergies to explore



Conclusions
Turning regional challenges into advantages by 
integrating multiples voices
• Heterogeneity and multinational approaches. 

• Learning from genetic isolates and unique populations. 

• SES, SDH and Influence of complex environmental factors. 

• Regional Clinical Trial Program.

• Nonpharmacological interventions and lifestyle factors. 

Sustained dialogue to (1) translate differences into shared concerns 
and actions, (2) raise awareness of where knowledge and 
resources should be more quickly deployed, (3) promote an 
equitable growth of those in the least favorable positions, and (4) 
guide critical regional development
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Thank you! 

agustin.ibanez@gbhi.org

gbhi.org
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